
The High Cost of Living
Holds the Attention of Congress. Strong Editorial From

"The Baltimore Sun."

'flic Ilnltimoic Sim in an ediloiial un-

der the licad of "The Pressing National
Problem," says :

The numerous measures introduced in
Cougicss on the first day of the session
bearing on the high cost of living indi-
cate how piofouudly stiried the whole
country is by the existing situation.
These bills reflect the popular feeling
and the popular demand for lclief. The
remedies they piopose aic not neces-
sarily wise, but the suggestions they
embody aic symptomatic of conditions
that cannot be ignored and which call
for thorough investigation. The ques-
tion which overshadows all others at
present in pressing public interest is
that of making both ends meet. The
classes to whom this is a ital daily
pioblcm arc not important in a financial
sense or in an industrial sense, but the
are exceedingly numerous. Rich people
can stand the piessurc, and organised
and skilled woikcrs in the cities, who
are receiving inci cased wages, and
farmers who hac been getting higher
prices for their pioducts, do not suffer
as much as those whose compensation
has stood still while prices have shot
up. The latter, the salaiicd men and
women, the undcipaid school teachers,
the unorganized laboicrs, are being
squeezed, and squeezed hard. They arc
cning out for help. They think 'Con-
gress and the Government should come
to their aid, and as the winter goes on
their cries are likely to become moic
insistent, if the picvailing high levels
in the necessaries of life arc raised, or
ceu maintained.
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It is natural that in their distress the
victims of this situation should not care
particularly about economic principles
or international policy. They want re-
lief and it makes no difference to them
how they get it. Hut Congress and the
Administration aie bound to lcason the
matter out in the light of all the facts,
and not decide it purely on impulse or
s.unpathy. A wholesale food embargo
might be justified in extreme circum-
stances such as actual or probable
famine and an embargo on other ar-
ticles absolutely essential to life and
healthy might be proper under similar
conditions. is the first
law of nature, but until desperate con-
ditions aiisc or aic within sight we
cannot invoke the piinciplc without in-

justice and harm to ouiscKcs as well as
to others.

The practical question i : What arc
the facts, and what can Congress and
the Government do to provide a rem-
edy? After making due allowance for
the influence on prices of foreign

for American products and the
smaller ciop totals of this jear, there
is veiy good gtound for suspecting that
speculation and combination are play-
ing a pait in many, if not all, of tile
advances. Tf that is true, there should
be a way to alleviate this part of the
trouble and to punish those who are
fattening on the public disticss The
Dcpaitment of Justice is doing all in
its power, but it seems to us that it
needs the assistance of such a central
.body and such a body of cxpcits as
the Tiadc Commission Tt is the busi-
ness of the commission to investigate
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and to get at the licait of such a situa-
tion as this, and we think there is no
other business so important as this just
now. Such an in estimation would tend
to scre as a check on manipulation,
and while it was in piogtcss the actie
crusades which arc being organized in
all parts of the country would assist
in keeping speculators 911 their good
behavior.

The iemed is partly in the hands of
the public, but the public should not be
ictt to make tlicir light unaided. H
organised bojeotts and by organized
household thrift they can hold the en-
emy at bay for a while, but tlicir efforts
should be supplemented by an imme-
diate and diastic inquiry by the Trade
Commission and by the passage of such
legislation as will meet the facts thus
disclosed.

Items as essential as food during the
winter are fuel and shoes. Their cost
should not become prohibitory. People
in this climate cannot do without fuel
during cold weather, and though they
may wear their old clothes, shoes, even
when patched and renatched. will not
last forever. The leather people predict
that shoes which now cost $10 may rise
to $:.'(), which might possibly mean that
the price of the cheapest grades would
double also. Is jiot the leather shortage
one to which the Trade Commission
should address itself at once? We can
do without :great many things, but peo-
ple can't go barefoot with the ther-
mometer below freezing.

TKAIXMICX TO All) PltOIIKItS.

New York. The four railroad broth-
erhood executives have agreed to assist
in eer wa possible the commission ap-
pointed b President Wilson to observe
the operation of the Adamson law. The
railroad managers have made a similar
agreement. The commission is prepar-
ing to conduct its investigation regard-
less of the fact that the law is now be-

fore the United States Supreme court.
The commission, it is stated, "will give
the brotherhoods ever) opportunity to
check up the railroad reports."

Former Grand Chief Clark of the
Older of Railway Conductors, now
member of the interstate commerce com-
mission, is a member of the imestigat-in- g

commission. Its chairman is Major
General Goethals, cx-g- o ernor of the
Panama canal 7one.

PXIVKKSAIi TltAIXIXG

Would ISenrlU llenltli of Xntiou's
Young Men, Speaker Says.

Washington. At the first annual con-
vention of the Association for Unicral
Military Training here today Lieutenant
General S. li. M. Young, retired. Presi-
dent of the organization, declared one of
the most beneficial effects of a universal
training system would be its impnne-incn- t

of the health of the nation's young
men Medical examinations, bodily

and regular habits that necessarily
would attend such a system, he said,
would have a powerful influence in mak-
ing the race hardier. Governor Whit-
man, of New York, described the sys-tc- m

of tiaining in effect in the New-Yor-

schools, and said many benefits
had resulted. Pcny Iiclmont presided
at the meeting.

TO AID MKAT Cl'TTKItK.

Central Labor Council Wednesday
evening decided to support Meat Cut-

ters' Union in attempting to close all
shops on Sunday. Husincss Agent
Michael Schuld explained council would
not be icqucstcd to give financial aid.
President William lirandt, of the Team-
sters' Union, reported a strike was still
on with the Kroger Grocery and Making
Company.

IP!

Open
Monday
Nights

Till 8

DRY BILL TOPS THE CALENDAR

St'iiatc Votes To Consider Measure
Xet Week.

Motion Is Put TIh-oiikI- i Ity Margin
ot One.

Washington l)y a margin of one ote
the Sheppard billto prohibit manufac-
ture and sale of intoxicating liquors 111

the District of Columbia was put into
first place on the Senate calendar todaj,
to be taken up ne.t week and debated
until it is disposed of or replaced In
affirmative action.

Senator Townscnd of Michigan sought
to keep the oluntecr officers' retirement
bill before the Senate as unfinished busi-
ness, but a motion to substitute the
Sheppard bill prevailed bv a ote of :14

to 33.
Senator Martine, of Xew Jersey, op-

posing the bill, said the saloon should
not be abolished until some other farm
of club for the poor man could be es-

tablished. He declaied residents of pro-
hibition states are the heaviest consum-
ers of patent medicines, composed chief-l- .

of cheapest alcoholic liquors, and in-

sisted that prohibition does not prohibit
The prohibition State of Maine, he

said, with a population of less than
has more drunkenness than the

whole of Italy, with a population of
110,000,000 and no prohibition laws.

mtlTISII liAltOKKKS

(iiving; Ardent Support To War, Snj s

Michael Woll.

Labor in England is giving ardent sup-- 1

port to the war against Germany and
her allies, Michael Woll, International
President of the Photo-Eugraer- s' As-- ,
sociation, said recently at the Palace
Hotel, lie recently returned from an
extended visit to England.

"The laboring people of Britain," said
he, "believe they are conferring a faori
on the neople of Germain by defeating
what the term Kaiscrism, or militarism
They are" cry bitter against this, and sa
the war must go on to an ultimate allies'
victory.

During hi-- , speech, "Organized Labor'
Attitude Toward Militarj Training," at
the Grand Opera House last Sunday,
Mr. Woll said that organized labor was
opposed to compulsor military training
and militarism. lie is also President of
the International Allied Printing
Trades Association.

Wllili MAKK STOKACK COSTIiV.

M

establish a new demurrage scale, start-- 1

iinr fnv 1 uhii-l- i iiinke stornue...t, ...., ., . ..
ly those men who allow1
commodities to remain in cars
until convenient them, as chargf
of $1 a da is often less than1
unloading.

Under new scale daS
are allowed, and subsequent charges are
if I third da, $2 fourth
day, $:i liftli da and 5 lor tne
civ th ninl enrli ilnv thereafter.

It is stated that order is intended
to stimulate unloading of

the same tor
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